
Matthew X. Hassett
August 1, 2006

Hassett, Matthew, age 22, of Teaneck, died on Tuesday August 1, 2006.
Loving son of James and Dora Hassett. Dear brother of Stephen, Jill and
Suzette Febre-Hart. Loving Uncle of Sarah and Charlotte Hassett. Relatives
and friends are invited to attend a service on Saturday at 1:30PM at the Volk
Leber Funeral Home, 789 Teaneck Road, Teaneck, NJ 201-836-0202.
Visitation will be 11:00AM to 2:00PM. In lieu of flowers donations in his
memory to the Hemophilia Association of NJ 197 Route 18 So. Suite 206
North, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 would be greatly appreciated by the family.
Visit www.Volkleberfuneralhome.com
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August 20, 2006 at 11:36 AM

Dear Robin, Justin and Nikki, We are deeply saddened by your loss
and wish to express our sincere sympathy. Fondly, Ginny and Greg,
Kim, Jeff and Jessie##imported-begin##Seidlers##imported-end##

August 18, 2006 at 08:31 AM

I too am from the eGullet forums. Please accept my condolences. I
am so very sorry. Matt will be missed. My thoughts are with you all
at this time.##imported-begin##Kori Tan##imported-end##
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August 11, 2006 at 12:51 AM

Dear Dori & Jim, I just wanted to let you know that we have a
photograph (that we printed from egullet) sitting in the very middle of
the bar of the back bar shelf, of Matt, for all to see. It means a lot to
us to have that pix of him back there with us. He was an -extremely-
beloved member of our 'family'. Whenever you have are feeling up
to it, we would love it if you could send us a real photo of Matt.
Something I could frame and put into a special cabinet of
"cherished" keepsakes behind the bar at Pegu, and it will remain
there for all of our friends to appreciate---for the rest of our days.
We love him more than you'll know; more than words can describe.
If and when you find yourself back in NYC, PLEASE come visit us. I
know that me and my staff would love nothing more than the -honor-
of being able to serve you. I know it would have made Matt very
happy. With all of our love, Audrey Saunders, and the Pegu Club
family peguclubsoho@aol.com##imported-begin##Audrey
Saunders##imported-end##

August 09, 2006 at 11:58 AM

I did not know Matt. And hear about his passing from the food link
that he was a member off, where he was by the way, very well
thought of. I am very sorry for you loss. And hope that you may
have some comfort in knowing that Matt has made many people
happy and more alive by the life he has lived and the experiences
he has written about. All the best to you all.##imported-begin##Leon
Waller##imported-end##
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August 07, 2006 at 06:56 PM

Dori and Jim, We were so shocked and sorry to hear about
Matthew's passing. We always enjoyed seeing and visiting with
Matthew and have many good memories. We will miss him and
send you our most sincere and deepest symphathy. Love, Millie and
Frank##imported-begin##Mr. & Mrs. Frank Savastano##imported-
end##

August 07, 2006 at 11:57 AM

Dear Dorrie and Jim, Ginnie called to tell me the incredibly sad
news about Matthew. I remember him as a sweet, bright child who
was very kind to my son Phil, the little kid down the block. We were
looking at old pictures not long ago and I saw his picture at one of
Phil's birthday parties. I hope his life was happy after you moved. I
will remember him always as a little boy. Eva Gordon##imported-
begin##Eva Gordon##imported-end##

August 05, 2006 at 06:30 PM

Dear Hassett Family - I am so sorry for your loss and pray for you
all at this grievous time. Young Matthew, as I affectionately referred
to him, was such a lovely person. His conversation, intelligence and
gentlemanly way made him a joy to be with. His spirit will remain
strong in those that knew and cared for him as he made a strong
impression on everyone he met. Thank you for raising such a
wonderful, caring man who brought joy to so many, including
myself. Claire##imported-begin##Claire Cimino##imported-end##
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August 05, 2006 at 01:27 PM

Matt was a fun and food loving member of eGullet which is where I
met him online. On a visit to Atlanta last October, we had a lively
and delightful lunch at a French brasserie here. Matt was the very
embodiment of "class" in all he was and all he wrote. I will miss his
laughter, his energy, and voracious search for all types of food
wisdom.##imported-begin##Melissa Goodman##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 10:41 PM

My sincere condolances for your loss. I always enjoyed Matt's
posts, but had no idea that he was in fragile health. He will be
missed!##imported-begin##Judi Uvick##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 04:17 PM

Matt was a sweet, kind, witty friend, known to me only through our
posts on eGullet, but remembered fondly. He e-posted me privately
a couple of times, to help me through some of the ways and means
of posting, and once just so say he enjoyed my posts. His
messages belied his youth, as his knowledge and experience of the
cooking and dining world seemed vast and quite sophisticated, and
we all enjoyed his writing. Just a sentence or two dashed off in reply
held equal importance with a restaurant review, a recipe, a wine
recommendation. Through his words, we were THERE; we tasted
the wine, the sauces, the sweetness of the berries. His was a rare
talent for evoking a time and place and atmosphere, and he was
one of the few whose posts I sought out, though I knew not of the
restaurants he was speaking of---just the hearing of it made it real
and special. We will all miss his cheery greetings, his kind manner,
and his humor and wit. Thank you for sharing this wonderful young
man with us; we are all the richer for knowing him.
racheld##imported-begin##rachel dulsey##imported-end##
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August 04, 2006 at 03:14 PM

I was extremely shocked and saddened when I heard that Matthew
had passed unexpectedly. I knew Matt from EGullet -- We ended up
meeting in person and we enjoyed many wonderful times dinking
fine cocktails, and enjoying great meals. My thoughts and wishes
are with you in this sad time. I will always look back at the time I
spent with Matthew and smile. John##imported-begin##John
Deragon##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 02:03 PM

While I never met Matt in person he wowed me in cyberspace with
his knowledge of food and drink in the area of the planet we both
inhabited: eGullet. To wonderful feasts and fine wines.##imported-
begin##Susan Simovich##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 12:06 PM

My deepest condolences goes to the Hassett family and Matt’s
friends. I did not have the pleasure of meeting Matt, and only knew
him through his postings on eGullet. His wisdom and enthusiasm for
food will be greatly missed##imported-begin##Karen
Chin##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 11:00 AM

I was deeply shocked and saddened to learn of Matthews passing. I
have met Matthew on numerous occasions in the city to enjoy fine
drinks, good meals and great company. I will miss Matthew greatly,
and please accept my condolences in your tragic loss.
John##imported-begin##John Deragon##imported-end##
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August 04, 2006 at 10:32 AM

I want to extend my sincere condolences to you all at this time at
Matt's passing. While I did not know him well, I spent an amzing
evening seated across Matt at Studio Kitchen in West Philadelphia.
I marvelled at his wisdom well beyond his years, he was indeed a
very mature young man. I told him I was blown away that he got on
a train from Teaneck and then navigated Philly's septa system to get
to this dinner. I also said I wish my own daughters shared my
passion with quality food and drink as Matt so clearly
did.##imported-begin##Jeff Londoner##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 10:08 AM

I knew Matthew from the eGullet NJ food forum and was so sad to
learn of his passing at such a young age. My condolences to his
family and friends. -- Rosie Saferstein Table Hopping With Rosie
New Jersey Monthly www.njmonthly.com##imported-begin##Rosie
Saferstein##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 09:42 AM

We are all grieved by Matt's passing. Matt was an outstanding
member of our online culinary society, contributing with both his
head and his heart on a variety of subjects. His passion for food and
drink will be deeply and sadly missed. All of our thoughts are with
you in this difficult time. With condolences, Chris Amirault eGullet
Society for Culinary Arts & Letters##imported-begin##Chris
Amirault##imported-end##

https://www.njmonthly.com/##imported-begin##Rosie
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August 04, 2006 at 04:23 AM

Dear Hassett Family: I just saw the announcement on eGullet that
Matthew has died. I am really shocked and deeply saddened. I was
until recently a staff member of eGullet. By getting to know Matthew
through personal messages and reading his posts, I gained a
respect for him and his character and therefore suggested that he
be considered for a moderator position. I am proud to have been his
colleague. He was a very nice person, always helpful, always
thoughtful, always with interesting things to say. I can't imagine what
pain you must be going through, to lose a loved one who should
have had a long life ahead of him. I wish you strength and courage
to live on. Matthew clearly got a lot of enjoyment from his life, and
shared it with us. He touched many people throughout the world,
and we will always miss and remember him. All my best wishes to
you at this horrible time, Michael##imported-begin##Michael
Laderman##imported-end##

August 04, 2006 at 01:40 AM

Please accept my deepest sympathy and condolences on Matts
passing. I was truly surprised and saddened by this news. He was
always a wonderful help and friend to me ( and others, I know) on
eGullet. God bless him and all of you. Sincerely, Ted A.
Niceley##imported-begin##Ted Niceley##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 11:26 PM

To the Hassett family, I was shocked and saddened to learn about
the passing of young Matt. Although we never met, I have read and
enjoyed his posts on eGullet and will sincerely miss his presence in
the eGullet community. My heartfelt condolences to his family and
friends.##imported-begin##Ilene Wagner##imported-end##
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August 03, 2006 at 11:18 PM

I also knew Matt through eGullet. He was the first person from that
board I ever met in real life. Appropriately for someone I met in a
cocktail lounge, the word that springs to mind when I think of Matt is
effervescent. It's hard to imagine walking into the Pegu Club without
the possibility of ever seeing him there again. If I'm feeling the loss
of this new acquaintance so acutely, I can only imagine what the
family must be feeling. My deepest condolences.##imported-
begin##Barry Okun##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 11:11 PM

I join the others here in expressing my sadness at hearing of Matt's
passing. I had the great pleasure of sharing a few dinners with Matt
here in Philadelphia, and some lively conversations both here and in
NY. I really enjoyed his company, he clearly was an extraordinary
person. As others have noted, his knowledge of, and passion for,
the culinary arts were truly impressive for a person of any age, and
all the more so in one so young. I'm sure that aspect of his life that
many of us knew through his activity on eGullet.org was only a tiny
fraction of his whole being, but even that one facet alone was pretty
impressive. I'm truly glad to have met him, and will remember our
all-too-few encounters fondly. My most sincere
condolences.##imported-begin##Jeff Towne##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 11:11 PM

We offer our sympathy on your great loss. MX (that's what my
daughter and I thought of Matt as) kept a fun email conversation
going with the two of us via eGullet. He was a joyful young man and
he made the world a better place with his presence. He will be
missed.##imported-begin##Rebecca Salame Belenke
Bobb##imported-end##
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August 03, 2006 at 10:40 PM

I am very sorry to hear about Matthew passing. My deepest
condolences are going out to his family and friends. He will be
missed by his member eGulletiers.##imported-begin##Peter B.
Wolf##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 07:27 PM

My sincere condolences to Matthew's family. His loss will be felt
immensely in the food world Rest in peace, hopefully with a fork and
knife in hand.##imported-begin##George Mendes##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 07:12 PM

Condolences from all of us at the eGullet Society, Matt's online
family. Thank you, Matt, for your service and your
friendship.##imported-begin##Steven A. Shaw##imported-end##
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August 03, 2006 at 05:19 PM

http://offthebroiler.wordpress.com/2006/08/03/goodbye-matthew-wel
l-miss-you/ I think I can speak for everyone on eGullet on how
distraught we are to hear of Matthew's passing. I remember how at
the China 46 dinner in January we talked about how he dreamed of
someday cooking at a restaurant or owning his own place. I was not
aware that Matthew was ill or had health issues, he carried himself
so well and was such a fun guy to be around. Matthew’s post record
on eGullet shows a young person with an intense passion for fine
food and dining, and although I didn’t know him very well, I feel like
he lived a lot in his short life — he ate at all the best restaurants in
New York City and could carry some very intelligent discussion
about them for a young man of his age. Frankly, I didn’t know he
was only 22 years old until hearing of his passing today. At 22 I
didn’t have the sophistication in understanding restaurants and
cuisine like he did, and in many ways, I’m still catching up with him
in some of the places in NYC I want to eat at. Goodbye Matthew. At
next fine meal, I’ll be toasting to you.##imported-begin##Jason
Perlow##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 04:12 PM

Dear Hassett Family: It was with great sadness that I learned today
of Matt's passing. As a fellow food lover I came to know Matt
through egullet and friends. Matt lived life to the fullest and was a
very bright light that burnt out much too quickly. My throughts and
prayers are with you at this most difficult time.##imported-
begin##Anna Casetta##imported-end##
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August 03, 2006 at 04:11 PM

Dear Hassett Family, I knew Matt through an online food discussion
site that he was active on, eGullet.org. I am the NJ moderator and
met him in person earlier this year at a Chinese New Years dinner
we held at China 46 in Ridgefield Park. Afterwards, my husband
and I drove him home. He was a very nice young man and it is so
sad that he was taken so young. God bless Matt and your family
and may He ease your suffering at this difficult time. Best regards,
Rachel Perlow##imported-begin##Rachel Perlow##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 03:46 PM

To Matthew's Family and Friends. I am filled with overwhelming
sadness. Matt was one of the kindest, gentlest and most generous
souls I've ever known, and a true gentleman who was wise far
beyond his years. I will miss him terribly and think of him often. My
deepest condolences to all of you.##imported-begin##Katie
Loeb##imported-end##

August 03, 2006 at 03:22 PM

I am stunned by this loss and grieve along with you. I knew Matt
from eGullet and had the pleasure of sitting next to him at a
wonderful dinner at Studio Kitchen in Philadelphia this past spring.
His energy, enthusiasm and vitality are sorely missed. I extend my
sincerest and deepest condolences to his family.##imported-
begin##John M. Sconzo, M.D.##imported-end##


